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CORPORATE MARK, 





ESTABLISHED PRIOR TO 1760. 


RIVETED SCYTHE 
No. 10 & No. [5 





FITTING 
Before using a scythe it is important 
to fit the scythe to the actual man who © 
will be operating it. The way of 
ensuring that this is accomplished 
correctly is to see that the distance 
_ from the bottom handie to the butt is 
_ equal to the distance from the handle 
to the tip of the blade. Adjustment 
can readily be obtained by moving the 
' nipple of the tang from one hole to 
~ another on the plate at the foot of the 


handle. See A. If however the 


PO 





si ee ee ke 





©Ridgeway History Website: www.ridgewayhistory.org.uk 
From Frank Fisher's Collection 


positions of the holes are not quite 
suitable it is possible to bend the tang 
into a more appropriate position by 
bending it gently in a vice. 


CUTTING 

To use the scythe, stand with the 
legs slightly apart in a comfortable 
position with the weight of the body 
equally distributed. Hold the scythe 
with the blade pointing away from 
the body. To commence the swing 
draw the scythe across the body fully 
to the tight. The butt should be 
kept down ensuring that the tip of the 
blade is kept up preventing it from 
digging into the ground during the 
stroke. From this position bring the 
scythe round the body with a long 
sweeping movement fully to the left 
using the right hand to take the weight 
while the left hand is utilised to guide. 
The cutting stroke should be com- 
pleted with the tip of the scythe still 
pointing upwards and the heel the 
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same distance from the ground as at 
the beginning of the stroke. It is 
important to note that the blade can 
be held at any distance from the 
ground depending on what is to be 
mown. For example with corn or 
mealie it would depend on how much 
stubble it was desired to leave whereas 
with grass or clover the blade should 
be as close to the ground as possible 
without catching the edge. 


A scythe should not be used as 
though it were a golf club or a sickle. 
Sharp jerking movements will not give 
a satisfactory result as some of the 
grass, etc., will not be completely 
and evenly cut and it is impossible to 
cut half severed grass easily. Also 
the tip of the blade may be damaged 
through contact with the ground. 


At first, it is better to cut smaller 
swathes at a time effectively than to 
attempt too much with the inevitable 
result of choking the blade and using 
a great deal of unnecessary energy. 
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SHARPENING 

Sharpening the blade should be 
performed at frequent intervals. Place 
the tip of the blade on the ground 
holding the butt firmly in the left hand 
with the handle pressed against the 
left leg for additional support. With 
the stone held in the right hand com- 
mence a downward stroking motion 
from both sides of the blade each time 
going away from the blade finishing 
each stroke well clear of the edge. 
Starting close to the heel continue 
firmly to stroke the blade until within 
a few inches of the tip. 


T. & J. HUTTON 
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